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This is the dome home

that Tony Clar

In the past year, this unusual house
at Ballan has gone from an empty
shell to a three-storey, five-
bedroom, five-bathroom
masterpiece.

his is the dome that

Tony Clarke built.

Whon The Courier last

visited Mr Clarkea’s

monolithicdome in Ballan

12 months ago. 1t was an
empty shell.

Today, it's a three-storoy home complote
with five bedrooms. five bathrooms, and
five living areas.

According to the Italian-based
Monolithic Dome Institute. a monolithic
dome {8 a “super-insulated, ateel-
reinforced concrete structare that can be
dosigned for virtually any ase’.

MrClarke's structure consists of a thick
wall of concrats and polyurethane foam
covarsd with a vinyl ghell.

It has an Interior framework of steel
girdersand timber.

Due to the level of specialized
construction, bunilder Randy Smith was
flown in from America to overszee the job.

He was assisted by contractors from the
Ballanregion.

“"Evervonewas keon tobe involved."”" Mr
Clarkesaid.

The immigration agent moved into his
dream home —which has a six-star
energy rating — five months ago.

Solar cells were recently installed on the
poof of the adjoining ahed while s wind
turbine 18 on 118 Way.

“*The dome {8 probably about 90 per cont
complete,.”” Mr Clarkoe, whostood in the
recent Moorabool Shire Council by-
election. said.

“ButI'vestill gotalottodo tofiniah it
off.""

While Mr Clarke occupies the dome’s
second floor, his elderly father carrently
resfdes on the ground Moor.

The third Moor —which isa work in
progross — s set to become n library.

[ntarnally. the dome 15 a rainbow of
colour.

The nowly-lald carpet isrusty red in
some rooms and dark blue in others while

the walls are paintod the likoes of :n::u:l
yvellow, green. and parple.

“Twantoed to make {t nlcoand vivid," he
andxl.

Dovwn the track, MrClarke sald he would
oné day like to offer bad and broakfast-
style accommaodationat the dome.

“Ithink it would be fun to start dolng
something like that fairly soon.” he sald.

In the meantime, he has another
intriguing project on the go.

“T've just atarted work ona labyrinth
next to the hous=e,” he sald.

The triple L venus labyrinth — or maza
for short — will consist of two metre high
walls plus vines and troes.

“It will look pretty amazing onceit's
finished.” he said.
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PROUD: Tony Clarke admires the views from the window of his dome
home at Ballan.




